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Abstract: Nigeria has experienced protracted violence and conflicts 
orchestrated by the Boko Haram terrorist group. The unbridled use of 
sophisticated weapons among this group has led to the extermination of 
innumerable lives across Northern Nigeria, the displacement of individuals, 
and the widening of social hierarchies. Drawing on the social conflict script, 
this study explores how the persistent violence/conflicts facilitate the 
displacement of people and create/widen social inequalities across North-
Eastern Nigeria. Our analysis shows that between January and December 
2017, 279,000 persons were displaced because of the conflicts/violence. 
Between January and June 2018, additional 417,000 persons (mostly women 
and children) were displaced. While the number of persons displaced is 
increasing, the provision of food and other essential amenities is decreasing 
in various Internally Displaced Persons’ (IDP) camps, where they are forced 
to flee. For example, between 2015 and 2016, 3.9 million people were in 
urgent need of food and medical supplies, but less than 20 percent of the 
$248 million needed was provided. The shortfall orchestrated by inadequate 
and/or unfavorable government policies, official corruption and 
mismanagement of fund provided by donor agencies, facilitated insufficient 
food and medical supplies. This has consequently led to malnutrition, 
diseases and deaths of children in the camps. As part of their coping 
strategies, illicit drugs sale and consumption, prostitution, child trafficking 
and sale of new-born babies are increasing in IDP Camps. The study argues 
that while these conflicts and violence create social inequalities in this region, 
official corruption and mismanagement of fund sustain and widen social 
hierarchies. 
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Introduction 
Protracted violence caused by Boko 
Haram extremist group has brought 
unprecedented hardship on the 
Nigerian citizens, facilitating the loss 
of lives and properties, especially in 
the North-eastern region. The 
inhabitants of Northern Nigeria began 
experiencing the gruesome violence 
orchestrated by the sect in 2009 when 
it transformed into a full-blown 
terrorist/Jihadist group (Thurston, 
2017). In 2011, Boko Haram killed 
about 450 people in the Northeast, and 
was responsible for the loss of more 
than 900 lives between January and 
June, 2012 (Agbiboa, 2013). 
In 2015, the terrorist group heightened 
its violent attacks, capturing some 
parts of the Northeastern states, where 
it began to exert full control of the 
occupied territories as its ‘Caliphate’, 
after many citizens were killed, 
displaced or kidnapped (Thurston, 
2017). Currently, Boko Haram is not 
only responsible for 91.3 percent of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), 
but the sect has also forced many 
northern natives to flee to other 
neighboring countries such as 
Cameroon and Niger (International 
Organization for Migration- 
henceforth IOM, 2018a). A fairly 
recent report on IDPs shows that 60% 
of the displaced persons live in camps 
in host communities; including private 
buildings (93%), public/government 
buildings (5%), while 40% reside in 
camps and camp-like settings such as 
collective settlement (58%) and 
transitional sites (1%) (IOM, 2018a). 
Against this backdrop, this paper aims 
to explore how conflicts and violence 
orchestrated by Boko Haram terrorist 
group engender the displacement of 
Nigerian citizens from their homes and 
create/widen social inequality. The 
paper argues that the problems faced 
by the internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) who live in IDP camps, 
particularly women and children, 
make them more vulnerable to poverty 
and the associated consequences. The 
remainder of the paper is divided into 
four sections. The first outlines the 
theoretical framework guiding the 
study. The subsequent section 
highlights how the growing violence 
facilitates the displacement of 
Nigerian citizens. The next section 
casts light on the diverse problems 
IDPs face in the camps and how 
government policies and official 
corruption promote these problems. 
The paper then closes with some 
recommendations.   
 
Theoretical Framework 
Conflict Theory  
Collins Randall (1975), remarkably 
known as the strongest contemporary 
conflict theorist (Anderson, 2007), 
developed the stratification 
perspective of social conflict. 
According to Collins (1975, p.134), 
“people are inherently sociable but 
also conflict-prone in their social 
relations”. Hence, during social 
relations, conflict may arise as one 
party may employ violent coercion or 
confront the other in its keenness to its 
power (Wieviorka, 2013). Also, 
conflict may occur when people 
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encounter each other’s inherently 
antagonistic interests, since people 
generally put forward their self-
interest during group actions (Collins, 
1975; Wieviorka, 2013).  
Drawing further on this perspective, as 
a principle, people live in realities that 
are constructed by their own 
subjectivity, although people’s 
subjective experiences may also be 
affected or controlled by other 
powerful individuals or group 
(Collins, 1975). Thus, as these 
interest-infused interactions play out, 
conflict possibly ensues (Ritzer, 2008). 
As Ritzer (2008) stated, since the 
intentions of actors are motivated by 
self-interest, their actions are often 
coated with sheer maneuvering which 
is tended towards obtaining 
satisfaction rather than dissatisfaction. 
This is why Wieviorka (2013) notes 
that a conflict interaction can be 
identified by the following elements: a 
sphere of action or set of issues which 
are the same for all the actors (which 
in this case can be classified as 
interests, howbeit distinct). This was 
tagged the principle of totality by 
Touraine (1974). Secondly, a principle 
of opposition which defines each 
group in relation to an opponent, and 
lastly, a principle of identity with 
which each party identifies itself. 
Collins (1975) also opined that actors 
are not entirely rational, and as a 
result, they are vulnerable to emotional 
appeal as they strive to find 
satisfaction. More so, people could 
likely be affected by such factors as 
physical places, modes of 
communication, the supply of 
weapons, devices for staging one’s 
public impression, and tools and goods 
(Collins, 1975). However, actors are 
affected differently; hence, all are not 
affected the same way by these factors 
(Collins, 1975).  
Thus, in social interactions, the 
material resources which different 
actors possess become and remain a 
significant variable (Collins, 1975). 
For instance, actors with a significant 
level of material resources have the 
capability to resist or modify material 
constraints, whereas those with lesser 
resources are more likely to have their 
thoughts and actions determined by 
their material setting. According to 
Collins (1975), in a situation of 
inequality, “those groups that control 
resources  are likely to try to exploit 
those that lack resources, the former 
are often exploiting the later because 
they are in control of resources” 
(Ritzer, 2008 p.135). Collins pointed 
out that such exploitation may not 
always be borne out of careful or prior 
calculations, but by the intent of 
pursuing self-interests (Ritzer, 2008). 
Collins’ conflict theory precisely 
exposes the display of inequality in 
group actions, as well as the roles 
material resources play in engendering 
such social inequality and 
stratification. This is particularly 
because it lays emphasis on how 
people’s selfish interests and 
motivations for gaining advantage 
over others results in social conflict 
and unequal social relations.  
Importantly, the individuals or groups 
which have more resources or control 
the sources of these resources have the 
upper hand in winning more 
advantages for themselves. As we 
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explore below, the analogy of Collins’ 
(1975) theory captures the typical 
setting and social relationship of the 
IDPs with the agencies that are 
responsible for providing, allocating 
and distributing their relief materials, 
including those in whose communities 
they obtain temporary shelter.  
 
Boko Haram Violence and the 
Displacement of Nigerians in 
Northeast 
Evidence shows that the incessant 
attacks by Boko Haram terrorists not 
only facilitate the displacements of 
citizens, but also engender the loss of 
their means of livelihoods. This, to a 
large extent, causes their total 
dependence on external support for 
basic needs- a factor that widens their 
poverty and inequality gaps. This 
arguably is one of the reasons why 
Nigeria in 2018, became the world’s 
most extremely poor country, 
overtaking India (Kharas, Homi, 
Hamel, Kristofer, Hofer & Martin, 
2018). Due to the ever-increasing 
displacements and systemic 
challenges, displaced persons are 
facing more emerging (yet avoidable) 
problems in different camps, rather 
than finding succor in them.  
Reports show that the prolonged 
terrorist attacks by the Boko Haram 
group and the territorial control of 
certain towns and villages by the sect 
have resulted in extended military 
operations in the Northern region 
(IOM 2018b). In consequence, many 
more citizens have been displaced, and 
this has consistently caused an 
increase in the number of IDPs in the 
six northern states, including 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, 
Taraba and Yobe States (IOM 2018b).  
According to the IOM (2018b), the 
number of IDPs increased by 5% 
between December 2017 and February 
2018. The IOM (2018b) through its 
Round 22 report (February to April, 
2018) also shows that IDPs witnessed 
a six percent increase, which translated 
into additional 98,708 persons. The 
Round 23 report (May to June 2018) 
shows a two percent increase with 
additional 37,310 persons, and this 
sums up the number of IDPs to 
1,918,508 persons (IOM, 2018b). 
Similarly, Round 24 shows another 
two percent increase between July and 
August 2018, with an additional 8,240 
persons; bringing the total number of 
IDPs across the six states to 1,926,748 
persons (IOM, 2018b). Round 25 
report for October, 2018 reveals a five 
percent increase in the number of 
IDPs, and this brought the total 
amount to 2,026,602 (IOM, 2018a). 
This increasing number of IDPs 
reveals the extent to which Nigerians 
in the northeast suffer terror threats, 
attacks and harms orchestrated by the 
Boko Haram, and also showed a 
situation of less improvement in the 
fight against the terror group by the 
Nigerian military to restore peace and 
security in the region. Thus, as this 
crisis situation lasts, the number of the 
IDPs continues to grow, causing a 
strain on the government’s budget and 
equally mocking the support given by 
the international community by virtue 
of their insufficiency.  
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Problems Confronting the IDPs and 
the IDP Camps 
The problems confronting IDPs in 
Nigeria are caused by factors such as 
inadequate and/or unfavorable 
government policies, official 
corruption and mismanagement of 
fund provided by donor agencies 
(Eweka & Olusegun, 2016). Indeed, 
these problems often spearhead 
insufficient food and medical supplies 
in various IDP camps. Eweka and 
Olusegun (2016)  identified some 
cultural factors which are tied to host 
communities of IDPs to be another 
category of root issues confronting the 
IDPs. The vulnerability of IDPs 
occasioned by their loss of livelihood, 
social, emotional and physical 
securities predispose them to these 
problems, and each gender and age 
group suffer peculiar 
problems/challenges. The IDPs in 
general are predisposed to suicide 
attacks and insecurity, inadequate 
drinking water and toilet facilities, 
lack of access to basic health services, 
prostitution, human trafficking and 
child labour, as well as sexual 
exploitation (Adamu, 2017; United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), 2017)).  
Other problems include non-access to 
nutritious food and this is evidenced in 
the fact that 450 children died of 
malnutrition in 28 IDP camps in 2015 
(Adamu, 2017). In fact, food has been 
identified to be the predominant need 
in the majority of IDP camps, 
represented at 73 and 74 percent in 
rounds 24 and 25 of the IOM's (2018a) 
report. Other factors are non-food 
items (13 percent) (IOM, 2018a), 
including poorly equipped and 
overcrowded shelters, lack of medical 
services and sexual assault (ICRC, 
2016; UNHCR, 2017; (DTM round 
25, 2018). 
Although men, women and children 
face grave human rights violations 
such as sexual and gender-based 
violence, including rape (Nigerian 
Humanitarian Fund, 2017); women 
and children are more predisposed to 
these ills, due to their special 
vulnerability (Mohammed, 2017). 
Since the IDPs is the group with no 
resources (the have nots), their 
survival is dependent on the 
management agencies in charge of 
their welfare and security while the 
latter represents the upper class (the 
haves). Material resources in this 
analogy go beyond commodity/goods; 
it also encapsulates the physical and 
biological needs of the IDPs. As such 
they face sexual and physical 
harassment while trying to access 
relief materials  
In order to cope with some of these 
problems, IDPs resort to illicit drugs 
use, transactional sex/prostitution, 
alleged child-trafficking and forced 
marriages (UNHCR, 2011; The 
International Movement Against all 
Forms of Discrimination and Racism, 
(IMADR) 2015; Horyniak, Melo, 
Farrel, Ojeda, and Strathdee, 2016). 
Although further investigation is 
needed to validate media reports 
regarding the incidence of child-
trafficking among IDPs (after the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) conducted a 
preliminary investigation on this), 
corruption which enables the non-
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detection of crimes, economic 
disempowerment and destitution can 
trigger human trafficking among IDPs 
(IMADR), 2015). These factors and 
some of their structural causes will be 
discussed in details in the following 
sections.  
 
Corruption 
Corruption is the abuse of authority in 
order to amass personal gain (Dumbili 
& Sofadekan, 2016), which may not 
be monetary (Bayley, 1966). It entails 
an act or omission to act in the 
discharge of responsibilities by a 
government official so as to obtain 
illicit benefits for oneself or for a third 
party (Henning, 2001). Transparency 
International (2013) defined 
corruption as ‘‘the abuse of power 
entrusted on a person for private 
gain.’’ In Nigeria, corruption has 
become a standard attribute of running 
all cadres of administrative apparatus 
(Sardan, 1999), and has also become 
the culture of the majority in both 
private and the public sectors 
(Oluwaniyi, 2011). It is hence not 
surprising that corruption is implicated 
in the administration of IDPs issues, 
despite their inhumane predicament.  
Corruption in IDP camps has remained 
largely observable among the 
management teams working in various 
capacities for the public and private 
sectors and as such, has been regarded 
as the most serious challenge facing 
IDPs (Eweka & Olusegun, 2016). 
Cases of diversion of relief materials 
and funds meant for IDPs abound. 
According to a media report, officials 
of NEMA were caught re-bagging 
some bags of rice donated to IDPs 
with the intent of selling them 
(ThisDay, 2016). Also, Eweka and 
Olusegun’s (2016) study shows that 
government agents and IDP 
management agencies diverted funds 
and relief materials, and this was also 
corroborated by several media sources 
(e.g., ThisDay, 2016; Scan News, 
2016;  Global Voices, 2016). Some of 
the agencies and individuals 
perpetrating corrupt practices in IDP 
camps include NEMA officials, staff 
of the Federal and State Government 
Aid Distribution Management 
Agencies (SEMAs), state government 
officials, traditional leaders, local 
politicians and officials from relief 
agency (Global Voices, 2016).  
In Yobe State for instance, a UNHCR 
official disclosed to the media during 
an investigative journalism that 
NEMA officials received a bribe from 
local council officials. This was to 
allow them to cart away with the bulk 
of relief materials, including rice, milk 
and soap (Global Voices, 2016). They 
succeeded, leaving only a few items 
for the IDPs. Subsequently, upon the 
delivery of another batch of relief 
materials including rice, cooking oil, 
sugar, millet, spaghetti, soap, used 
clothes, and mosquito nets, the bulk of 
them were equally stolen by the local 
officials who distributed some to 
politicians, close friends and 
associates (Global Voices, 2016). 
Afterwards, those items were seen 
being retailed in the markets (Global 
Voices, 2016). This issue obviously 
did not start recently, since as far back 
as 2006, Olagunju (2006) reported the 
diversion of government aids and sale 
of relief materials by camp officials 
and IDPs leaders. 
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Similarly, local vigilantes in Yobe 
State were reported to have forcefully 
diverted relief materials that were 
donated to widows by the owner of 
Daily Trust and Media Trust Limited, 
and were arrested (ThisDay, 2016). In 
a similar vein, three traditional rulers 
were suspended for diverting rice and 
cooking oil meant for their 
communities (ThisDay, 2016). Also, it 
was reported that 60 trucks loaded 
with grains meant for the IDPs were 
diverted by a government contractor in 
2016 (Vanguard, 2016). Because of 
these diversions of relief materials, 
evidence shows that the majority of 
the IDPs (93%) do not access relief 
materials including food, clothing, 
medicine (Vanguard, 2016). 
In fact, these problems identified 
among IDPs revolve around inequality 
and social conflict (pertaining to 
interests). The IDPs who have been 
rendered powerless without resources 
by insurgent attacks are left vulnerable 
to the maneuvering and manipulations 
of human agents who exploit their 
conditions to their own advantage. 
Material resources which have been 
regarded as the most important 
variable in Collins’ (1975) analysis 
become the reason for which IDPs 
have been rendered vulnerable, 
subjecting them to rely on aid and 
other assistance.  Due to the fact that 
their personal resources had been 
destroyed, they require external 
resources to survive but these external 
resources are not being delivered to 
them, due to obvious corruption in the 
form of diversion of relief materials. 
Again, another problem Eweka and 
Olusegun (2016) identified is that 
communities hosting some IDPs often 
struggle to be given some share of 
relief materials, and failure to do such 
often results in hostility such as 
robbery, segregation, amongst others 
against the IDPs (Global Voices, 
2016).  
Additionally, it was reported that in 
Borno State, IDPs were being 
scammed by certain men, who asked 
them to buy fake forms at the rate of 
300 Naira each, as a pass for accessing 
relief materials (ThisDay, 2016). 
Interestingly, before they were caught 
by the officials of the National 
Security and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC), 9000 forms had been sold 
(ThisDay, 2016). Elaborating on the 
issue of fraud, Global Voices (2016) 
reported that many IDPs do not access 
the relief funds paid into their 
accounts. One IDP complained of 
receiving debit alerts from his account 
whereas he neither owned an ATM 
card nor withdrew money. This 
implied that someone else had full 
control of his ATM card as he was 
never issued one (ThisDay, 2016). 
Furthermore, Search for Common 
Ground (2017) found that the Civilian 
Joint Task Force (CJTF) perpetuated 
corrupt practices and encouraged the 
abuse of human rights in the IDP 
camps. Precisely, they were found to 
be meddling in family issues, 
conniving with criminals, extorting the 
IDPs and host communities, diverting 
relief materials, looting some 
valuables in deserted villages, 
swindling of motorists, and engaging 
in burglary and robbery. This is one of 
the reasons why Agbiboa, (2012) 
blamed the acts of kidnapping, day 
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light armed robbery and vandalism on 
the institutionalization of corruption in 
Nigeria. This notion is also validated 
by IMADR (2015), which opined that 
corruption enables the non-detection 
of crimes. Thus, these crimes 
corroborate Salisu’s (2013) assertion 
that ‘‘keeping an average Nigerian 
from corruption is as difficult as 
keeping a goat from eating cassava’’.  
The short supply of foods for IDPs 
which is orchestrated by the illegal 
diversion, had caused the Borno State 
government to suspend the central 
feeding system after some IDPs 
protested in Maiduguri over poor 
quality foods, demanding  that their 
foods be given them directly to be 
prepared by each family (Vanguard, 
2016). Despite this seemingly 
government intervention, many IDPs 
still suffer hunger and severe 
malnutrition (UNHCR, 2017). Many 
have also reportedly died of starvation 
at the Cameroonian border 
communities (Vanguard, 2016). And 
recently, 53 percent of IDPs 
complained of insufficient assistance 
(IOM, 2018b). 
 
Inefficient/inadequate Government 
Policies 
According to Eweka and Olusegun 
(2016), the IDPs who participated in 
their study reported that ineffective 
government policy is a serious 
challenge facing them. Eweka and 
Olusegun (2016) reported that policies 
guiding IDPs’ welfare are not properly 
defined. Hence they remain unclear 
and overlapping even at the level of 
implementation, thus constituting 
hindrances and restrictions in the 
execution of roles. Government 
institutions also are often duplicated, 
usually having overlapping functions 
and efforts. This also results in conflict 
of interest as management agencies 
often do not know the specifications of 
their functions and boundaries. In their 
study, the key informants shared the 
view that the government has 
established several IDP management 
institutions that perform similar roles 
and have similar structures (Eweka & 
Olusegun, 2016). 
Another policy issue identified is the 
issue of ‘needs assessment.’ Reports 
also indicate that IDPs are often not 
consulted for their needs by local 
agencies like NEMA and SEMA (in 
the exception of the international 
NGOs) before relief items are 
distributed to them. Due to this, some 
IDPs take to selling off their relief 
materials in Yobe State (Global 
Voices, 2016), and this is an obvious 
indication that they did not need such 
items at the time. This finding is 
validated by the ICRC (2016) report 
which found that only 29% of IDPs 
were allowed to participate in 
decision-making concerning their 
protection and assistance; while only 
53% had inputs regarding food and 
water.  
Another vital policy issue is the 
absence of data for planning, 
budgeting and achievement, as they 
are often inaccessible by international 
development partners and also 
inadequate monitoring and evaluation 
of assistance and protection 
intervention (ICRC, 2016). Above all, 
reintegration remains a top need of the 
IDPs, and this is lacking among IDPs 
(Eweka and Olusegun, 2016). Ladan 
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(2011) summarized this with the view 
that Nigeria has no policy framework 
on internal displacement, and hence 
the plights of IDPs are largely 
fragmented and uncoordinated; 
thereby rendering the responses given 
very poor and ineffective. 
 
 
Illicit Drug Use and Sales 
Substance abuse has been found to be 
occurring in IDP camps at an alarming 
rate (Vanguard, 2016). According to 
the Commandant of Borno State 
National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), the use of illicit 
drugs among IDPs is growing, among 
men and women (Vanguard, 2016; 
Search for Common Ground, 2017). 
Cases of drug abuse estimated at 80 
percent were linked to IDPs or host 
communities in Maiduguri (Search for 
Common Ground, 2017). Since IDPs 
are generally exposed to pre- and post-
migration stress and trauma, loss of 
homes and livelihoods, violence, 
torture and family separation 
(Horyniak et al., 2016), their 
experiences of social and economic 
inequality, marginalization and 
discrimination (Colic-Peisker, Tilbury 
2007; Carter and Osborne, 2009; 
Capps, Newland, Fratzke, Groves, 
Auclair, Fix, et al., 2015; Fozdarand & 
Hartley, 2014) may contribute to stress 
and powerlessness, which are capable 
of contributing to substance use.  
The use of alcohol and other drugs 
may be linked to the fact that their 
relieving and momentary pacifying 
functions serve as coping strategies 
among displaced persons (Horyniak, 
Melo, Farrel, Ojeda & Strathdee, 
2016). Sociologically, illicit drug use 
has been traced to acculturation and 
association (Horyniak et al., 2016). 
Forced migrants and IDPs may come 
in contact with them through residence 
in disadvantaged neighborhoods in the 
host communities where alcohol and 
drugs may be readily available 
(Karriker-Jaffe, 2011; Livingston, 
2012). This raises serious concern as 
over 63% of IDPs reside in host 
communities, around schools, 
churches and mosques (UNHCR, 
2017), and thus drug abuse has a 
tendency of spreading wildly. Peer 
pressure may also be a contributing 
factor to drug use and misuse among 
IDPs (Buchanan, Smokowski, 2009; 
Reid, Aitken, Beyer and Crofts 2001; 
Milner and Khawaja 2010) since they 
are mainly used by teenagers and 
young adults (Ventures Africa, 2016). 
According to available evidence, drugs 
are openly sold and consumed in camp 
premises (Search for Common 
Ground, 2017). To indicate the level of 
substance abuse among IDPs, no 
single IDP camp in Maiduguri was 
exempted from drug peddling 
according to NDLEA (Vanguard, 
2017). Laying credence to the reports 
on drug abuse and sale among IDPs, 
the Borno State NDLEA on February 
27, 2016 arrested a 48 year-old man 
who disguised as an NDLEA officer 
while peddling cocaine in Dikwa IDP 
camp. Other substances that were 
found on him included: Cannabis, 
Rophenol and Diazepam. Another 32 
year-old man was equally apprehended 
peddling illicit drugs in the same camp 
(Vanguard, 2016). 
Nineteen IDPs were arrested on 
account of illicit drug consumption 
and peddling on February 1st, 2017. 
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Media reports show that illicit 
substances such as Cannabis sativa, 
Rophenol, Diazepam, Benylin, 
Codeine, ‘‘Suck and Die solution’’ 
and several others, were retrieved from 
them (Vanguard, 2017). Drug abuse 
has also been traced to Nigerian IDPs 
in Cameroon, as some youths in the 
Cameroonian camps were arrested by 
NEMA officials (Daily Post, 2016). 
Recognized agency such as the JTF 
has also been implicated in the use and 
sale of illicit drugs in IDP camps 
(Search for Common Ground, 2017), 
thus, displaying gross incompetence in 
their discharge of duties (Lomo, 
2000). The incidence of illicit drug use 
had become too common among IDPs 
that the Borno State government 
threatened to declare a state of 
emergency in communities that have 
been freed from insurgency to help 
curb drug abuse.  In fact, more than 20 
tons of assorted illicit drugs were also 
recovered by the NDLEA from those 
communities (Premium Times, 2016; 
Punch, 2016).  
In tackling the menace of drug abuse 
among IDPs, the NDLEA has been 
found to be in lack of the needed 
facilities to rehabilitate drug users and 
as a result, arrested persons were often 
released after one or two days without 
rehabilitation (Search for Common 
Ground, 2017). Hence, there is an 
obvious lack of funding and requisite 
training for the rehabilitation of IDP 
drug users.  Lomo (2000) noted that 
insufficiency in funding results in 
deficiency of man power, 
commodities, infrastructure, 
equipment, and mobility; and use of 
untrained workers by IDP 
management agencies (Olagunju, 
2006).  
Tracking the prevalence of illicit 
substance abuse among IDPs is very 
important due to its capacity to cause 
morbidity and mortality. This is 
because drug use accounted for 6.5 
percent of total disability-adjusted life-
years and five million deaths 
worldwide in 2010 (Lim, Vos, 
Flaxman, Danaei, Shibuya, Adair-
Rohani et al., 2012). From a 
sociological point of view, this menace 
has the tendency of being learned by 
the large percentage of IDPs and host 
communities who were prior non-
users, through acculturation and 
association if not curtailed. This is 
because forced migrants, including 
IDPs are prone to the challenges of 
acculturation in a bid to conform to the 
mainstream culture of their group or 
host (Horyniak et al., 2016).  
 
Forced Prostitution, Sexual 
Exploitation and Rape 
Another problem confronting the IDPs 
is sexual exploitation. Sexual 
exploitation entails performing in a 
sexual manner, forced undressing 
and/or nakedness, coerced marriage, 
forced childbearing, engagement in 
pornography, or prostitution, sexual 
extortion for the granting of goods, 
services, assistance benefits, and 
sexual slavery (UNHCR, 2011). 
UNHCR (2011) also noted that 
“forced prostitution, or  sexual 
exploitation is the forced/coerced sex 
trade in exchange for material 
resources, services and assistance, 
usually targeting highly vulnerable 
women or girls unable to meet basic 
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human needs for themselves and/or 
their children” (UNCHR, 2011, p. 26). 
The prevalence of prostitution among 
IDPs has been linked to survival 
instincts among the female, including 
minors (teenagers) as young girls 
transact sex in the exchange for food, 
money and clothing (Search for 
Common Ground, 2017; UNHCR, 
2011; ICRC, 2016; Vanguard, 2016). 
There are also incidences of rape and 
sexual exploitation involving girls in 
about six communities (Search for 
Common Ground, 2017; ThisDay, 
2016). According to a report by the 
Human Rights Watch (2016), 66% of 
400 IDPs in Adamawa, Yobe and 
Borno States admitted to cases of 
sexual abuse of displaced women and 
girls by camp officials (Mohammed, 
2017), and about 7% of IDPs in a 
survey affirmed to knowing one victim 
of sexual abuse in the camp. 
According to available statistics, the 
perpetrators of sexual exploitation 
include camp officials (66%), host 
community members (28%) and 
community elders (6%) (Mohammed, 
2017). Others include men of the Joint 
Task Force (Search for Common 
Ground, 2017), and other authorities 
(Punch, 2016).  
More so, according to the study 
conducted in 2017, teenage 
prostitution accounted for 22 percent 
of the major threats to peace and 
human security for the month of May, 
in Borno State IDP camps. They were 
allegedly being recruited by a woman 
who runs an illegal prostitution 
services in a brothel in the host 
community. The clients who patronize 
their services include community 
members, men of the military and the 
police and JTF (Search for Common 
Ground, 2017). Hence, the level of 
forced prostitution and sexual 
exploitation among IDPs is reportedly 
high as it is seemingly a resort to 
women’s access to food or access to 
permission outside the camps 
(UNCHR, 2011). Bearing in mind that 
people who own and control resources 
require the have nots to sell their 
labour, female IDPs sell their own 
labour (body) in exchange for material 
benefits, and as Collins (1975) posited, 
this action of both the giver and the 
recipient is devoid of rational 
considerations for the emotional, 
social and health consequences of 
sexual exploitation and corrupt 
practices. Additionally, there is also 
the problem of defilement of minors, 
and this cuts across both sexes. For 
example, an adult tea seller was caught 
defiling a 13-year old boy in May, 
2017 (Search for Common Ground, 
2017). 
There are also cases of early and 
forced marriages and increasing rape 
incidences in Borno IDP camps 
(UNHCR, 2011), and such marriages 
are often being contracted for the so 
called protection against harassment 
(ICRC, 2016). As these sexual abuses 
keep occurring, condoms are hardly 
provided for the IDPs by the state 
government (Vanguard, 2016). 
Highlighting the prevalence of rape 
among IDPs, the chairman of Civil 
Society Organizations asserted that 
60% of female IDPs have been 
exposed to rape and other forms of 
sexual harassment and some are raped 
and killed in the bush while fetching 
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fire wood. Why this is serious is that 
many victims of sexual violence do 
not access emergency health care 
(ICRC, 2016). Based on these serial 
abuses, women felt unsafe in 96% of 
the sites surveyed and likewise 
children in 97% (IOM, 2018a), and 
this is despite that sexual and gender 
based violence is greatly under 
reported (UNHCR, 2011). 
Child prostitution can be directly 
linked to insurgence which has caused 
the displacement of families, break 
down of family values and the 
exposure of children to vulnerability 
(Search for Common Ground, 2017). 
IDP Parents have also admitted to 
having less or no control over their 
children’s disposition to sexual 
transaction (Ventures, 2016). This 
issue of sexual exploitation has led to 
increase in the prevalence of HIV and 
other STIs among IDPs, also given by 
the little or no provision of condoms 
(Vanguard, 2016). 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
In conclusion, this study examined 
some major current challenges facing 
IDPs in north-eastern Nigeria and how 
resilient terrorism in the region is 
implicated. Food insufficiency was 
identified as the major unmet need of 
the IDPs. Other problems included the 
lack of non-food items, health services 
and good shelter. The reason for this 
has not only been blamed on 
inadequate supply of aids for the IDPs, 
but also on systemic factors such as 
official corruption and lack of 
adequate policies. We also found that 
to cope with these challenges, IDPs 
have resorted to illicit drug use, forced 
marriages and prostitution. The study 
also reveals that on daily basis, IDPs 
face further problems including: rape, 
deprivation of basic amenities, due to 
diversion of funds and basic material 
supplies. It was also revealed that 
agencies assigned to cater for the IDPs 
are part of the parties abusing and 
depriving them of relief materials.  
Based on the foregoing, we 
recommend an inclusive bottom-up 
approach to policy making that will  
involve full consultation with the 
IDPs, which will involve them at all 
levels of such  problem identification, 
policy formulation and 
implementation. Second, security 
agencies should be provided with 
required training for rehabilitating the 
drug users among the IDPs and 
concerned agencies should be 
encouraged with moral and material 
support to identify and help rape and 
sexual abuse victims, while culprits 
are brought to book. Corrupt 
government officials should be 
identified and punished so as to deter 
others from engaging in corruption. 
There is also an urgent need to tackle 
the problem of insurgency in the 
north-eastern Nigeria in order to 
restore lasting peace. This will in turn 
help to ameliorate the sufferings of the 
IDPs in camps and facilitate the return 
to their homes.  
 
References 
Adamu, R. (2017). Implications of 
poor feeding on displaced 
children in Adamawa camp in 
Nigeria. International Journal of 
   50 
 
   Emeka W. Dumbili & Ebere F. Nnanwube                                                                     CIJP (2019) 4(1) 39-54 
            
 
 
URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cijp 
                       
 
 
Clinical Dermatology, 1(3):41-
44. 
Agbiboa, D. E. (2012).  Between 
Corruption and Development: 
The Political Economy of State 
Robbery in Nigeria. Journal of 
Business Ethics, 325: 1–21.  
Agbiboa, D. E. (2013). Why boko 
haram exists: The relative 
deprivation perspective. African 
Conflict and Peace Building 
Review, 3(1), 144-157.  
Anderson, S. K. (2007). Conflict 
theory. In: Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology, 
Oxford: Blackwell. 
Blanco, C., Morcillo, C., Alegría, M., 
Dedios, M. C., Fernández –
Navarro, P., Regincos, R., et al., 
(2013). Acculturation and drug 
use disorders among Hispanics in 
the U.S. Journal of Psychiatric 
Research, 47: 226–232.   
Bayley, D. (1996). The effects of 
corruption in a developing 
nation.The Western Political 
Quarterly 19: 719–32.  
Bersselaar, D. V. and Decker, S. 
(2011). No Longer at Ease: 
Corruption as an Institution in 
West Africa. International 
Journal of Public Administration, 
34: 741–752. 
Buchanan, R. L. and Smokowski, P. R. 
(2009). Pathways from 
acculturation stress to substance 
use among Latino adolescents. 
Substance Use and Misuse, 44: 
740–762.  
Collins, R. (1975). Conflict Sociology: 
Toward an explanatory science. 
New York: Academic press 
Capps, R., Newland, K., Fratzke, S., 
Groves, S., Auclair, G., Fix, M., 
et al., (2015). The integration 
outcomes of U.S. refugees: 
Successes and challenges. 
Washington, D.C., USA: 
Migration Policy Institute. 
Carter, T. S. and Osborne, J. (2009). 
Housing and neighbourhood 
challenges of refugee resettlement 
in declining inner city 
neighbourhoods: A Winnipeg 
case study. Journal of Immigrant 
and Refugee Studies, 7: 308–327. 
Colic-Peisker, V., Tilbury, F. (2007). 
Integration into the Australian 
labour market: The experience of 
three “visibly different” groups of 
recently arrived refugees. 
International Migration, 45: 59–
85. 
DailyPost.  (2016). Nigerian youths in 
Cameroon IDPs camp arrested 
for drugs. Accessed on December 
3, 2018, from 
http://dailypost.ng/2016/12/04/nig
erian-youths-cameroon-idps-
camp-arrested-drugs/ 
De La Rosa, M. (2002.) Acculturation 
and Latino adolescents' substance 
use: a research agenda for the 
future. Substance Use & Misuse, 
37: 429–456.  
Dumbili, E. W. and Sofeadekan, A. 
(2016). “I collect money, not a 
bribe”: strategic ambiguity and 
the dynamics of corruption in 
contemporary Nigeria. Social 
Sciences, 5(3): 36. Doi: 
10.3390/socsci5030036  
Eweka, O. and Olusegun, T. O. 
(2016). Management of internally 
displaced persons in Africa: 
        51 
 
   Emeka W. Dumbili & Ebere F. Nnanwube                                                                     CIJP (2019) 4(1) 39-54 
            
 
 
URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cijp 
                       
 
 
comparing Nigeria and 
Cameroon. African research 
review, 10 (1): 193-210. Doi: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.4314/afrrev.v
10i1.15 
Fozdar, F. and Hartley, L. 
(2014).Civic and ethno belonging 
among recent refugees to 
Australia.Journal of Refugee 
Studies, 27: 126–144. 
Global Voices. (2016). Nigeria: when 
aid goes missing. Accessed on 
December 3, 2018 from 
https://iwpr.net 
Henning, P. (2001). Public Corruption: 
A Comparative Analysis of 
International Corruption 
Conventions and United States 
Law. Arizona Journal of 
International & Comparative 
Law, 18: 793–866. 
Horyniak, D., Melo, J. S., Farrel, R. 
M., Ojeda, V. D. and Strathdee, 
S. A. (2016). Epidemiology of 
Substance Use among Forced 
Migrants: A Global Systematic 
Review. PLOS ONE (US national 
library of medicine: National 
Institute of Health).11(7).Doi:  
10.1371/journal.pone.0159134 
Human Rights Watch. (2016). 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/1
0/31/nigeria-officials-abusing-
displaced-women-girls 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross. (2016). Internal 
displacement in northeast 
Nigeria: Operationalizing the 
Kampala convention in Borno, 
Adamawa and Yobe states. Abuja, 
Nigeria (ICRC) 
International Organization for 
Migration. (2018a). Nigeria: 
Displacement tracking matrix | 
DTM | round 25 - October 2018. 
Retrieved from 
https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria
/nigeria-displacement-tracking-
matrix-dtm-round-25-october-
2018 
International Organization for 
Migration. (2018b). Nigeria: 
Displacement tracking matrix | 
DTM | round XXI - February 
2018 site assessment dashboard. 
Retrieved from 
https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria
/nigeria-displacement-tracking-
matrix-dtm-round-xxi-february-
2018-site-assessment 
Karriker-Jaffe, K. J. (2011). Areas of 
disadvantage: A systematic 
review of effects of area-level 
socioeconomic status on 
substance use outcomes. Drug 
and Alcohol Review, 30: 84–95. 
Khara, H., Hamel, K. and Hofer, 
M.(2018). The start of a new 
poverty narrative. Brookings 
Institution, Accessed on 15th 
August, 2018 from 
www.brookinggs.edu/blog. 
Ladan, M. T. (2011). Overview of 
international and regional 
frameworks on international 
displacement: A case study of 
Nigeria. A paper presented at a 
two-day multi-stakeholders 
conference on international 
displacement in Nigeria. 
Organised by the Civil Society 
Legislative Advocacy Centre, 
Abuja, in Collaboration with 
IDMC and the Norwegian 
Refugee Council, Geneva. Held 
on November 21-23, 2011, at 
       52 
 
   Emeka W. Dumbili & Ebere F. Nnanwube                                                                     CIJP (2019) 4(1) 39-54 
            
 
 
URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cijp 
                       
 
 
Bolton White Hotels, Abuja, 
Nigeria 
Lim, S.S., Vos, T., Flaxman, A. D., 
Danaei, G., Shibuya, K., Adair-
Rohani, H., et al. (2012). A 
comparative risk assessment of 
burden of disease and injury 
attributable to 67 risk factors and 
risk factor clusters in 21 regions, 
1990–2010: a systematic analysis 
for the Global Burden of Disease. 
Lancet, 380: 2224–2260.  
Livingston, M. (2012). The social 
gradient of alcohol availability in 
Victoria, Australia. Aust N Z J 
Public Health, 36: 41–47. 
Lomo, Z. (2000). The struggle for 
protection of the rights of 
refugees and internally displaced 
persons in Africa: Making the 
existing international legal regime 
work. Berkeley Journal of 
International Law, 18 (2), Article 
8. 
Milner, K. and Khawaja, N. G. (2010). 
Sudanese refugees in Australia: 
The impact of acculturation 
stress. Journal of Pacific Rim 
Psychology, 4: 19–29. 
Mohammed, F. K. (2017). The causes 
and consequences of internal 
displacement in Nigeria and 
related governance challenges. 
German Institute for International 
and Security Affairs, Berlin 
Nigerian Humanitarian Fund. (2017). 
Nigerian Humanitarian Fund: 
Annual Report. United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, Nigeria, 
(UNOCHA).https://www.unocha.
org/nhf 
Olagunju, O. (2006).Management of 
internal displacement in Nigeria. 
Unpublished thesis, Brandeis 
University 
Oluwaniyi. O. Police and the 
institution of corruption in 
Nigeria. Policing and Society, 21: 
67–83.  
Premium Times. (2016). Borno 
laments worsening drug abuse 
among persons displaced by Boko 
Haram. Accessed on November 
12, 2018 from 
https://www.premiumtimesng.co
m 
Punch Newspaper. (2016). Freed from 
Boko Haram, Borno IDPs 
embrace drug use. Accessed on 
November 14, 2018 from 
https://Punch.com 
Punch Newspaper. (2016). Sexual 
abuse: 100 female police officers 
for Borno IDP camps. Accessed 
on November 14, 2018 from 
http://punchng.com 
Reid, G., Aitken, C., Beyer, L., and 
Crofts, N. (2001).Ethnic 
communities’ vulnerability to 
involvement with illicit drugs. 
Drugs: Education, Prevention 
and Policy, 8: 359–374. 
Ritzer, G. (2008).Modern sociological 
theory. New York: McGraw-Hill 
companies. 
Scan News. (2016). The looming 
corruption and the emerging of 
prostitution in Borno IDP camps. 
Accessed on November 13, 2018 
from 
https://www.scannewsnigeria.htm
l  Yusuf Haruna 
Sardan, O. (1999).A moral economy 
of corruption in Africa? The 
      53 
 
   Emeka W. Dumbili & Ebere F. Nnanwube                                                                     CIJP (2019) 4(1) 39-54 
            
 
 
URL: http://journals.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/cijp 
                       
 
 
Journal of Modern African 
Studies, 37: 25–52.  
Salisu, M. “Corruption in Nigeria.” 
(2013). Working Paper 2000/006, 
University of Lancaster, 
Lancaster, UK, 2000. Available 
online: 
http://www.lums.co.uk/publicatio
ns 
This Day. (2016). The disturbing 
reports about diversion of IDP 
funds and materials. 
https://www.thisdaylive.com 
The International Movement Against 
all Forms of Discrimination and 
Racism. (2015). Human 
trafficking in Nigeria: Briefing 
paper for special rapporteur on 
trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children. Geneva. 
(IMADR) 
Transparency International. (2013). 
Corruption perceptions index 
2010. Retrieved from 
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2
010/results 
Thurston, A. (2017).Boko Haram: The 
History of an African Jihadist 
Movement (Princeton Studies in 
Muslim Politics).Princeton 
University Press. Accessed on 
January 20, 2018 
fromhttp://assets.press.princeton.e
du/chapters/i11094.pdf 
UNICEF Policy Review. (1990). 
Strategy for improved nutrition of 
children and women in 
developing countries. Macmillan, 
New York: USA. 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. (2011). Driven by 
Desperation: Transactional Sex 
as a Survival Strategy in Port-au-
Prince IDP Camps. Port-au-
Prince, Haiti 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. (2017). 
Supplementary appeal: Nigeria 
situation. Nigeria (UNHCR). 
Vanguard Newspaper. (2016). NDLEA 
arrests 2 cocaine peddlers in 
Borno IDPs camp.  
Accessed on November 12, 2018 
from 
https://www.vanguardngr.com/20
16/03/ndlea-arrests-2-cocaine-
peddlers-in-borno-idps-camp/ 
Vanguard Newspaper. (2016). 
Contractor diverts 60 trucks of 
grains meant for Borno IDPs. 
Accessed on November 10, 2018 
from  
http://www.vanguardngr.com  r 
Vanguard Newspaper. (2016). Borno 
food crisis, malnutrition, 
prostitution rock IDPs camp. 
Accessed on November 16, 2018 
from 
https://www.vanguardngr.com 
Vanguard Newspaper. (2017). NDLEA 
arrests 19 IDPs for illegal drugs. 
Accessed on November 13, 2018 
from  
https://www.vanguardngr.com/20
17/02/ndlea-arrests-19-idps-
illegal-drugs/ 
Ventures News. (2016). What you 
need to know about the threat 
facing Borno IDP camps. 
Accessed on November 8, 2018 
from 
https://www.venturesafrica.com 
Wieviorka, M. (2013). Social conflict. 
Current Sociology, 61(5-6), 696-
713. 
 
 
         54 
 
